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XIX, An Account of a Stag’s Bead and Boms, found at Alport, 
in the Parijh of Youlgreave, in the County of Derby. In a 
Letter from the Rev . Robert Barker, B.D. to John Jebb, M.D. 
F.R.S. 


Read April 14, 1785. 

BOUT five years ago, fome men working in a quarry of 
that kind of ftone which in this part of the country we call 
tuft*, at about five or fix feet below the furface, in a very 
folid part of the rock, met with feveral fragments of the horns 
-and bones of one or different animals. Amongft the reft, out 
of a large piece of the rock, which they got entire,- there ap¬ 
peared the tips of three or four horns, projecting a few inches 
from it, and the fcapula of fome aninjal adhering to theoutfide 
of it. A friend of mine, to whom the quarry belongs, lent 
the piece of the rock to me in the ftate they got it, in which I let 
it remain for fome time. But fufpeCting that they might be tips 
of the horns of fome head enclol'ed in the lump, I determined 
to gratify my curiofity by clearing away the ftone from the 
horns. On doing which I found that the lump contained 
a . very large flag’s head, with two antlers upon each horn, in 
very , per&Ct prefervation, inclofed in it. 

Tuft- is a ftone formed by the depofit left by water palling through beds 
of fticks, roots, vegetables, &c, of which there is a large ftratum at Matlock 
i3ath, in this county* 

A a a 2 Though 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London. ElKSISi® 

www.jstor.org 








554 Mr. Barker* s' Account of a 

Though the horns are fe much larger than thofe of any flag 
I have ever feen, yet, from the futures In the Ikull appearing 
very diftintt in it, one would fuppofe that it was not the head 
of a very old animal. I have one of the horns nearly entire, 
and the greatetl part of the other, butfo broken in the getting 
qut of the rock, that one part will not join to the other, as the 
parts of the other horn do. The horns are of that fpecies 
which park-keepers in this part of the country call throfile-neft 
horns, from the peculiar formation of the upper part of them, 
which is branched out into a number of fhort antlers which form 
an hollow about large enough to contain a thruflv’s neft. I fend 
you tire dimenfions of the different parts of them, compared 
with the horns of the fame fpecies of a large flag, which have 
probably hung in the place from whence 1 procured them two 
or three or perhaps more centuries; and with another pair of horns 
of a different kind, which are terminated by one lingle pointed 
antler, and which were the horns of a feven-year-old flag. 

The river Larkell runs down the valley, and part of it falls 
into tire quarry where thefe horns were found, the water of 
which has not the property of incrufting any bodies it pafles 
through, ft is therefore probable, that the animal to which 
thefe horns belonged was wafhed into the place where they 
Were found, at the time of feme of thofe convulfions which 
contributed to raife this part of the ifland out of the fea. Be- 
fides this complete head, I have feveral pieces of horns, bones 
(particularly the feapula I mentioned above), and feveral ver¬ 
tebrae of the back, found in the fame quarry; feme, if not all, 
of them probably belonging to the animal whofe head is in my 
polfeffton. 


Dimen - 



Stag's Head and Horn. 
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Ditnenfons of the horns found at Alport, 

Ft. Tir. 


Circumference at their infertion into the corona, . o 9*. 
Length of the loweft antler, . . ,12 

Length of fecond ditto, . . , o 11 § 

Length of third ditto, . , .. I if 

Length of the horn, . * «. 3 3 k 


Himenfons of a large pair of throfle-nef horns. 


Circumference at their infertion into thq corona, . o y 
Length of the loweft antler, . .. .10 

Length of fecond ditto, . . * o ioi 

Length of third ditto, . . * o 11 f 

Length of the horn, * . + . 2 yl 

Himenfons of the horns of a fag feven years old. 

Circumference at their infertion into the corona, . o 
Length of the loweft antler, : . , 09 

Length of fecond ditto, , „ o 10 

Length of third ditto, .. , , o 10 

Length of the horn, * • t 1 ■ 2 8 £ 

Youlgreavc, Jan. 23, 178 



